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29. It is imperative to define roles and responsibilities of different authorities and 
to establish legal and institutional frameworks. Cross sectorial coordination 
among water-related policy fields needs to be encouraged to improve policy 
coherence and synergies at different scales. Multi-stakeholder initiatives 
promoting exchanges of best practices such as the OECD Water Governance 
Initiative, which builds on the 6th World Water Forum’s commitments, and the 
Lisbon Charter guiding the Public Policy and Regulation of Drinking Water 
Supply, Sanitation and Wastewater Management Services recently approved 
by the International Water Association (IWA) are good mechanisms to 
develop new tools for water governance and stakeholder involvement. Further 
strengthening of financial instruments for effective governance should aim at 
ensuring economic efficiency and equity across people, places and generations, 
while the use of policy- relevant data and information is essential to guide 
decision making and to enhance monitoring and evaluation in order to adjust 
policies where needed.  
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