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We, the Ministers and Heads of
Delegations, assembled in
Guimaraes, Portugal, on 8 November
2019, on the occasion of the 7" High-
Level Meeting under the China
Europe Water Platform on Water
Innovation, reaffirm our
determination to cooperate on
challenges related to water in the
context of Sustainable Development.

We, therefore

Recognise that water is a precious
resource whose sustainable
management is essential for life on
earth and sustainable development.
Express concern that Climate change,
population growth, urbanization,
unsustainable water management
practices across different sectors,
particularly industry and agriculture
however, have, among others,
resulted in more frequent floods and
droughts water resources shortages,
and deterioration of water quality
and water-related ecosystems
worldwide, resulting in increased
risks for conflicts. This constitutes
also a major risk impeding global
sustainable development for both
present and future generations.
Increased water shortages, flood and
drought disasters and water pollution
sea level rise and coastal
degradation, extreme weather events
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and weather-related disasters affect
both water and food security and will
have negative impacts on,
biodiversity conservation and eco-
system stability, and may even
threaten the survival and
development of the mankind.

Recall the importance of the UN
Sustainable Developement Goal 6,
”Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation
for all” (SDG6) for the achievement
of sustainable and integrated
development and stress that ensuring
sustainable management of water
and other natural resources is top
priority both in European States and
in the Peoples Republic of China.

Recall that The China Europe Water
Platform (CEWP) was built to
promote water policy dialogues,
collaborative research and business
development based on mutual
interests and joint funding.

Recall The joint statement of the 20"
China-EU Summit in 2018 which
confirms the importance of
strengthening EU-China cooperation
on water in the framework of the EU-
China Water Policy Dialogue, and
acknowledged the role of China
Europe Water Platform (CEWP) in
supporting the implementation of the
water-related Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Recalls also the 21* China-EU Summit
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in 2019 which reiterated further
implementation of the 2020 China-EU
Strategic Agenda for Cooperation and
welcomed the first meeting of the
EU-China Water Policy Dialogue.

It is our shared vision to effectively
address the world’s water issues
through cooperation. We reckon that
limited water resources could be a
constraint for development and
therefore consider that it is necessary
to cooperate closely to address water
shortages, including integrated water
resources management, innovative
water governance, exchange of
knowledge and involvement of
relevant stakeholders. Priorities for
water related innovations include but
are not limited to: halting water
pollution, ensuring environmental
flows to underpin ecosystem health,
water saving and higher water use
efficiency in a context of water
circularity, smart water conservation,
modern water utilities, rejuvenation
of ageing water infrastructures,
nature-based disaster prevention and
mitigation, sustainable hydropower
and integrated water and energy
planning, Source to sea management
and climate change adaptation,
river/lake ecological restoration and
governance, water quality
management, climate change
adaptation, digitalization and smart
water as elements of smart cities and
understanding, managing the
complex interactions between water,

EMBRE R AR, (EHK
BUERME. MERARMBES &
.

BA1EZ 2018 FE—+HX
HE-EMSASEBERKEER
SEIE S 7 E - BUER K BUR XY &
L HFEZR PO 038 R BRUKFI &
B, FEEPFEUKREIRZMRF
X RS ARBERSK
BRI AT & IERIMER. 2019
FE_+—IRbhE-X
SRS FHEREREET
(FRRRE1E 2020 GRESHLLI) |
FFIRID A [ - RR B 7K BUER X TE 1
FIBHE RS,

RS

2,

BINNEEEERESS
EB MRS = BRKEIRE, FAl)

INREIK R R Z & RHINEZY
R, BABEINEKZREES

KigEelFH., MREE




energy, food and ecosystems, and
the comprehensive governance for
watershed ecological high-quality
development. Such innovations
should be covered in the different
areas of cooperation: policy, science
& technology and business.

We consider that it is important to
explore and expand the cooperation
between China and European States;
to promote dialogue and to enhance
experience sharing; to boost the
communication and cooperation
between China and European States
in science, technology and business -
to jointly address increasingly
complex and acute water issues
through a practice-oriented
partnership.

We hereby declare that we will, while
at the same time enhancing strategic
mutual trust, supporting peace,
growth, reform between European
States and China, also enhance the
cooperation on water between China
and European States, proactively
participate in global water
governance and support effective
multilateralism with UN as its core,.
We shall therefore support the
following initiatives:

1. Push for the attainment of the
water-related goals contained in
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development; and implement
water cooperation within the
framework of the current 2020
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China-EU Strategic Agenda for
Cooperation and the future one;
Promote high-level mutual visits
and personnel exchanges,
including more extensive, higher
quality and deeper exchange of
experts in the water sector;
Improve water governance policy
and contribute to an overall
green transition of water
management, including to reduce
the water sectors energy
consumption and thus reduce
greenhouse gas emission from
the water sector, as well as
contribute to resource efficiency
as such

Explore initiatives to enhance
joint research on water science
and technology and promote
technology innovation in the
water area; create a favourable
enabling environment for
technologies and businesses that
promote high-quality
development of the water sector;
Enhance exchanges in priority
areas such as water saving, smart
water conservation, sustainable
hydropower, integrated water
and energy planning and
ecological protection source to
sea management and watershed
ecological protection and high-
quality development explore
solutions to emerging challenges
in these areas by more practical
and indigenous means, and
contribute to the world with
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Chinese and European States
experiences in water governance.

China and Europe will strive together
to address challenges and achieve
harmony between man and water.
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H.E. Mr. Jo3o Pedro Matos Fernandes H.E. Mr. E.Jingping

Minister for Environment and Climate Action Minister of Water Resources

Portugal People’s Republic of China

H.E. Mr. Joseph Mizzi H.E. Mrs. Jaana Huso-Kallio

Minister for Enery and Water Management Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
Malta Finland

Mr. Jakob Granit H.E. Mr. Alessandro Zagarella

Director General of the Swedish Agency for Deputy Head of Cabinet of Minister of
Marine and Water Management Environment, Terriority and Sea

Sweden Italy

H.E. Mr. Eric Tardieu
International Office for Water
France




